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^^-=r7-T77 (Original) I^^d in which search items returned m 

® ' 2 rXonse to a present user's present search request are prioritized 

3 acc^kding to an algorithm which assigns greater weight to mterest 

4 indic^ns by relatively similar users making relatively similar 

5 search Inquests than to interest indications by relatively dissimilar 

6 users andVan to interest indications making relatively dissimilar 

7 search requests. 

1 2. (Ongi\ A method as recited in Claim 1 comprising the 

2 steps of: 

3 receiving a search request from a user; 

4 assigning said us^ to a community; 

5 assigning said searV request to a search query; 

6 submitting said que\so as to yield a set of response items; and 

7 prioritizing said response items as a function of prior search 

8 requests by said communir 

1 3. fOriginaW A method a\recited in Claim 2 further compn^sing 
2 



tracking indications of intere\by said user in individual ones of 

3 said response items and storing the results of said tracking on a 

4 per-user and/or per-communlty bWs. 

1 4. (Origmat) A method as recit^ in Claim 3 further comprising 



a step of using said results in pWitlzing items collected in 
response to subsequent search reques\s by other users assigned to 



4 said community. 



2 
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1 \ 5. (Original) A method as recited in Claim 3 wherein, aU else 

2 bemg equal, interest indications associated with a community are 

3 giveW greater weight than other interest indications by the parent of 

4 said community. 

1 6. (bnginal) A method as recited in Claim 3 wherein said user 

2 is assigned to a community in part as a function of said indications 

3 of interest. \ 

1 7. (Original) A method as recited in Claim 2 wherein said user 

2 is assigned to \conun\mity as a function of a selection of said 

3 commimity by saidoiser. 

1 8. (Original) A n^thod as recited in Claim 2 wherein said user 

2 is assigned to a comirtunity as a function of a profile of said user 

3 existing before said searhh request is made. 

1 9. (Original) A system Comprising: 

2 a search-request receiverXfor receiving a search request from a 

3 user; \ 

4 a community assigner for askgning said user to a community; 

5 a search-request parser for assigning said search request to a 

6 query; \ 

7 a search engine for coUecting se^ch items in response to said 

8 query; and \ 

9 a prioritizer for prioritizing said seWh items as a function of 
10 previous searches by said community. \ 



3 
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11. (Ori^mal) A system as reciieu m ^xcuxx. 

community aligner assigns said user to a community for said 
future search ^quests at least in part as a function of said 



1 \lO. (Original) A system as recited in Claim 9 further comprising 

2 a tthcker for tracking indications of interest by a user in search 

3 items\oUected in response to said search request from said user, 
said priWitizer using said indications of interest to determine said 

5 function tor future queries. 

1 11. (o\nal) A system as recited in Claim 10 wherein said 
2 

4 indications of inteisest. 

1 12. CCurrent/y A database comprising: 

2 a key field identifyiiifi hit counts; 

3 a second field indicaW a-values for respective hit counts; | 

4 a query comext field ii^cating query contexts for respective hit 

5 counts; and \ 

6 a user and/or a communitWield indicating respective users 

7 and/or communities associatecUvith said hit counts. 
13. (Original) A databaseXas recited in Claim 12 further 

comprismg a decay field for indicVing times associated with said 



1 
2 

3 hit counts. 



14 (Currently amended) A database as recited in Claim 12 
further comprising of a periodic update system to update the | 
community record counts from the user record counts. 



